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of full-time 

Applicants 
must be fully experienced in the work of Party 
administration and organisation. Commencing salary 
_ £550. Conditions in accordance with the National 
“Agreement Application forms. from Mr. W. G. 


invited for the post 
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J. IT. Baxter 


(LATE EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ORGANISER) 
by JOHN PINKERTON 


[Te NEWs of Tom Baxter’s death came as 


. 


a terrible shock to me. I, in common 
with others of his friends and colleagues, 
thought that he had _ successfully 
weathered his recent illness and indeed 


his vigour and zest for the job in hand 


led one to believe that such was the case. 
How mistaken we were. 

Nothing is more certain than that Tom’s 
loyalty and devotion to the thing in which 


‘he believed most led him to overtax his 


“Agent. 


‘energy in its service, and the Movement 


though richer by his having served it, is 
poorer by his going. 

It is some fifteen years since I met Tom. 
It was the day he was appointed as 
Administrative Assistant to the National 
That day started a friendship and 
an association which I shall appreciate 
and remember for the rest of my life. 

On being introduced to him his face lit 
up with that warm and friendly smile 
which always made one feel that you were 


‘the only person of any concern to him, 
and immediately one felt at ease with 


him, equally ready to discuss the problem 
in hand or to partake of the half pint of 
beer or a cup of tea with a few minutes 
idle chatter of this and that. 

Tom was born and bred in the East Mid- 
lands in the small mining village of 


‘Hugglescote; son of a miner he went into 
‘the pit at the age of fourteen after a 


Council School education. Before going 
to work full-time he had had, like many 
of us, to help augment the family income 
by working after school hours and at 
week-ends for the local greengrocer. 

While at the pit he became fired with 


an enthusiasm for politics and took an 
active part in the Market Bosworth Con- 
stituency Labour Party, becoming its 
Secretary, and at the age of 22 he became 
agent in 1924. 

With the same characteristic thorough- 
ness which was the hallmark of all his 
work he determined to fit himself more 
fully for the service of his fellow men and 
winning a T.U.C. Scholarship spent a year 
studying at Ruskin College, Oxford. It 
was there that he met his wife. 

On leaving Ruskin he took up full-time 
agency in the East Grinstead Constituency, 
1927/32, and at King’s Norton in 1932/37, 
when upon leaving there to take up work 
at Transport House, then back to the East 
Midlands Region as its Secretary. 


Although Tom was an idealist, he was 
an intensely practical man, always ready 
to listen sympathetically to any friend or 
colleague who wished to talk over a 
particular problem. One could always be 
certain that his conclusions and judg- 
ments were not hastily drawn, but were 
based on sound reasoning and common- 
sense. 

He had the ability of being brutally 
frank in the pleasantest way, and in all 
the years I was associated with him T never 
knew him lose his temper. On the con- 
ivary, whenever the situation looked 
darkest and everybody was bemoaning the 
fact, he would quickly restore falling 
spirits by a joke or a quip. His colleagues 
of the Organisation Department, who were 
evacuated to Market Bosworth in the 


(Please turn to page 39) 


Anomalies 
by REG. UNDERULL Of 


WEST MIDLANDS 
REGIONAL ORGANISER ~ 


WE NOW HAVE sufficient experience of 

the provisions for postal voting, 
including two General Elections, to enable 
us to observe certain anomalies. 


Removals in Large Towns 


One outstanding anomaly concerns the 
larger towns and cities. Whereas a postal 
vote may be granted at parliamentary 
elections to an elector moving from, say, 
a small urban district to a neighbouring 
authority, or from a very small rural 
parish to another, even an adjoining one, 
it is not possible for an elector who 
changes his address within a large city to 
obtain a postal vote. 

Take the case of Birmingham, the second 
largest city and in fact the first for the 
consideration of this anomaly, for London 
is itself divided into separate boroughs 
and removal outside a borough qualifies 
for a postal vote. Birmingham has 13 
constituencies, a population of 1,112,000 
and an electorate of 768,000. An elector 
might move from one extremity of the 
city to another, a distance of about 13 
miles, yet cannot be granted a postal vote 
at parliamentary elections. 

Quoting Birmingham again, there is con- 
siderable migration from central area con- 
stituencies to those on the outer ring. It 
is stated that about 12,000 poll cards were 
actually returned to the Birmingham 
Elections Office marked “gone away—not 
known”. Many others would have been 
redirected or destroyed. Removals 
throughout the city over twelve months 
are estimated at about 100,000 and many 
will remain within the local government 
area. 

The same position no doubt obtains in 
the other large cities—Liverpool, Man- 
chester, Glasgow, Leeds and Sheffield— 
and in varying degrees in all divided 
boroughs. 

There would therefore appear to be a 
sound case for the provision for postal 
voting at parliamentary elections to be 
extended to cover removals from one 

constituency to another within divided 

boroughs. It is an obvious anomaly that 
whereas removal from one local authority 
within the same constituency qualifies, 


Postal Voting 


removal from one constituency to another 
inside the same local authority does not. 
Why no postal voting for removals at 
any local election? It may be argued 
that if an elector leaves an authority area 
he no longer has interest in that area, 
although it is worth mentioning that such 
removal in certain circumstances does not 
necessarily disqualify from being a 
member of the local authority. i 

Nevertheless, even if a case is made out 
for not extending the provision at local 
elections for removal outside the local 
authority area, surely this facility should 
be granted for removals between constitu- 
encies within a divided borough. The case 
is the same as advanced for parliamentary 
elections. In the large town the elector 
remains within the local government area 
and often only postal voting will enable 
him to record a vote. 

Similarly, removal between parishes 
within a rural district should qualify, for 
this elector also remains within the local 
government area. Such removals often 
necessitate long journeys to record a vote. 

There is no reason why this facility 
could not be extended at county council 
elections to removals between different 
local authorities within a county council 
area. 

Many Rural Removals 

The general question of removals-is of the 
utmost importance. An interesting 
Stationery Office publication, Internal 

Migration, May, 1951, shows that removals 
in and out of local authorities during a 
year are astonishingly high, and that in 
the majority of counties removals in and 
out of rural districts are at higher rates 
than for boroughs and urban districts. 


Why No Rural Postal Votes ? 

Apart from my observations on extensions 
of postal voting for local elections on 
account of removals, why is no postal 
voting of any kind permitted for rural 
district and parish elections? A case 
might be argued against extension to 
parish elections, although normally rural 
and parish elections take place the same 
day. 


(continued at top of next column) 
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But we have the strange anomaly that 


st 
- What is the reason for this ? 


- 


é 


an elector in a rural area may vote by 
‘post at the county council election next 
April, but will be unable to do so for the 
-frural district election to take place the 
‘following month. 

Is it 
merely because of objection by Returning 
Officers ? I cannot imagine this provision 


‘would place such a heavy burden on 
Returning Officers’ staffs. 


Services Postal Voting 


it has been suggested that postal voting 
for Service voters should be extended to 


local elections. 


I am not too concerned 


with this proposal, for a Service voter’s 
proxy application for parliamentary elec- 


tions will apply for local elections, Thus 


he is not debarred from the opportunity 


of exercising his vote at local elections, 


_ although I do appreciate that with a postal 
_ vote he would be able to personally com- 


plete his ballot paper and it is desirable 
that should be so as far as is practicable. 
Some Agents have reported the late 


receipt of the list of absent voters, due to 


the spate of applications received by 
Registration Officers in the closing days. 


_This might in some instances be due to 


What 


inadequate contact with the R.O., who of 
course is not compelled to supply a copy 
of the list; but most will do so. In any 
event an Agent may himself arrange to 
copy out the list in the R.O.’s Office. 


This late receipt by Registration Officers 
of large numbers of postal applications 
must inevitably mean that an adequate 
check cannot always be made on the 
applications. and it is probable that many 
get through which otherwise would not do 
so. 


Unfortunately any proposal to again 
bring forward the last day for the receipt 
of postal applications might mitigate 
against us. Len Sims, in a recent article, 
stressed that too often our constituency 
machinery on postal votes only gets under 
way late in the campaign, and it would 
appear that in the main the majority of 
late applications are ours ! 


Other reports indicate that far too many 
postal voters failed to carry out the 
instructions given; the declaration — of 
identity was not completed, or was not 
witnessed, and in some instances was 
enclosed in the ballet envelope. It. is 
suggested that clearer instructions might 
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is it ? 


First it’s a Service—then a Book—then a Tool 

Which Transport House trusts like the Joiner his rule 
To give them the accurate Facts they require 

With the help of an Index all the experts admire. 
It’s an everyday blessing to Agents like you— 

If you give it a chance, it will grow on you, too. 
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Find out for yourself by writing today for full 
details (free of charge) to 


PUBLICITY MANAGER 


66 BRISTOL ROAD - 
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Returning Officers 
AND THE GENERAL ELECTION 


by W. G. Marshall secrerary, THE LABOUR PARTY SCOTTISH COUNCIL 


T has become a practice in Scotland for the Returning Officers, Electoral 

Registration Officers and the Scottish Home Department to meet representa- 
tives of the Political Parties to discuss the working of the General Election 
arrangements and to see whether improvements can be made. 


We met in St. Andrew’s House, Edin- 
burgh, which is the Scottish centre of 
government. In passing I might say 
this site was that of a famous prison in 
days gone by. 

Perhaps it was out of a feeling of triumph 
that the leader of the Tories (Unionists in 
Scotland) was full of congratulations to 

‘the Returning Officers, Registration 
Officers and all the officials concerned. 

The first point of real interest which 
came up for discussion was a suggestion 
put forward by the Returning Officers that 
the official mark on the ballot paper now 
served no useful purpose and might be 
abolished; the Sheriffs argued against its 
continued use because its value nowadays 
appears small and went on to argue that 
insistence upon it would have the result of 
making invalid at each election a number 
of votes which had been cast in good 
faith by qualified electors. 

Our answer to this point was that the 
official mark is there for the purpose of 
vouching for the ballot papers as a safe- 
guard against forgery and it is the business 
of the Returning Officers to so instruct their 
Presiding officers and Clerks and thereby 
reduce to the minimum the number of 
ballot papers which might be rendered 
invalid when not submitted with the 
official mark. 


The next argument was that the official 
mark 


was not the primary safeguard, 
which is the comparison between the 


number of ballot papers found in the 
ballot boxes and the numbers recorded in 
the Presiding Officer’s ballot papers 
account. In addition, possible forged 
papers can be traced by the printed serial 
numbers on the back of the ballot papers 


and this would be divulged in a scrutiny 
in the trial of-an election petition. 

Our point of view was, of course, that 
the real import of the official mark is to 
prevent or detect forgery. While it is not 
the only safeguard, in our view it is a 
necessary one. We think it can be further 
strengthened by having a stamp which in 
addition to leaving an embossed mark 
would also leave a perforation. 
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This suggestion would help to meet the 
point about ballot papers being invalidated. 
To suggest the trial of an election petition 
as a means of checking for forged ballot 
papers is, in our view, simply ignoring 
realities because the costs involved might 
well prevent a scrutiny at all. In our view 
the use of the official mark has been the 
main deterrent against forgery. ; 

The next point of argument was that as 
far as the official mark has value as a 
safeguard it depends mainly on the mark 
being kept secret until the last possible 
moment. This could be done when the 
Ballot Act was passed in 1872 but since 
the introduction of postal voting in 1918 
and the use of the same official mark on 
postal ballot papers as those issued at 
polling stations, together with the great 
increase in postal votes at the last two 
elections, all these things appear to breach 
the wall of secrecy and anyone who 
wanted to forge ballot papers could easily 
get one by post in plenty of time to forge 
both the ballot paper and the official matk 
before polling-day. 

We agreed the position has altered since 
1872 and postal voting has made it possible 
for the official mark to be known some 
time before polling-day. But we insisted 
there was no adequate reason why postal 
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allot apers should not be submitted and 
e official marked stamped after these 
d been returned to the Returning Officer 


¥ the elector. 


_ At this stage the bailot paper is subject 
to close scrutiny and any forgery could 
be detected; were the official mark then 
ised for the first time it would be quite 
possible to maintain the secrecy of the 
mark up to polling-day itself. We believe 
is method would further strengthen 
against the possibilities of forgery and at 
least in respect of the postal ballot papers 
could ensure that none of them would be 
invalid due to the lack of the official mark. 
Since our meeting in.St. Andrew’s House, 
the Scottish Home Department and, 1 
believe, the Home Department in England 
and Wales have been making enquiries 
-and the controversy is whether to retain 
the official mark or not. 

_ The next important controversy arose 


over complaints made by the Labour | 


Party about Returning Officers taking 
different views about the law and 
especially about whether cars used at 
‘different times on polling-day all counted 
against the permitted total. 

_ We argued that there should be unifor- 
‘mity of practice since there was only one 
Representation of the People Act covering 
the whole of Britain. 
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In Glasgow the Returning Officer 
demanded to know in advance the registra- 
tion number of the cars which would 
actually be used on polling-day to the 
extent of the permitted total. In Fife the 
Returning Officer ruled that it would be 
quite permissible for a car to be used for 
part of the day and should it go out of 
action the registration slip would simply 
be transferred to another car already 
registered but not counted in the permitted 
total. In other words the only uniformity 
we could discover was that of a different 
ruling in every Returning Officer’s area. 
Neither the Returning Officers nor the 
Secretary of State for Scotland could give 
an authoritative ruling. It was agreed 
that clarification of the law was desirable 


EL! : 

but interpretation of the statute was a 
matter for the Courts. Our representatives 
were inclined to boil over at this sugges- 
tion because, you see, in Scotland the 
Returning Officers are the Sheriffs and the 
Sheriffs are the persons who preside over 
the Courts. 

We took the view that it was entirely 
wrong for a Sheriff to give a ruling upon 
a point of law which was not clear and 
then to have the privilege of sitting in 
judgment of his own ruling should a case 


- be taken to Court. 
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Very soon we were in a tangle of argu- 
ment; first one Sheriff then the other gave 
his view as to the meaning of the law, 
but the best we could get out of them was 
that since there did not seem to be any 
uniformity and current interpretation of 
the law upon which to found the Sheriffs 
would be inclined to take the view, should 
the case come before them, that since the 
law itself was not clear they could not 
impose a judgment. 

Ali this goes to show confusion and seems 

to spell for Agents a happy time driving 

horses and carts through gateways which 
are either there or not there. 

Some discussion took place on the exist- 
ing timetable for the issue and return of 
postal ballot papers. This is a very diffi- 
cult problem in Scotland where we have 
Highland and _ Island constituencies. 
Returning Officers are demanding the 
special lists eight days before polling-day 
and the register five days before polling- 
day. Before Registration Officers could 
provide those lists it would be necessary 
for the closing date fixed by Registration 
24 (2) for the receipt of postal vote applica- 
tions to be advanced. We said we would 
not object to an examination of this prob- 
lem. We recognised that the regulations 
were tight and that some relaxation might 
be required in special constituencies. 

It was also noted that no provision has 
been made for the issue of a fresh ballot 
paper for a postal voter should the 
original one be inadvertently damaged. 


MORTONS FOR STATIONERY 


Write for samples and new List of ENVELOPES, DUPLICATING 
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An open letter to the Editor 


We are cynical ... but human ! 


MAKE NO BONES about monopolising 

space in this issue of the Labour 
Organiser to be critical and to offer sug- 
gestions. 

First I would like to say that an idea 
from a constituency is generally of more 
interest than an article by a member of 
Head Office staff, even though the latter 
may be technically a better job. 

There are probably many ideas which 
do not warrant an article in themselves 
but which are none the less worth passing 
on. A page devoted to such snippets from 
a par. to half a column would be of 
interest. There must be many Organisers 
and Agents with ideas but lacking time 
and facilities for article writing. They 
should, however, acquaint Head Office 
with their ideas and let the staff journal- 
ists there write them up. 

We who read Labour Organiser may be 
very cynical but we are still very human. 
We want facts: but we are also interested 
in the clash of opinion. If some articles 
were used to stir up controversial corres- 
pondence the journal would be just that 
bit better. 

There is a tendency in some places to 
think of the Labour Organiser as being 
purely the journal of the full-time men, 
and this limits circulation. Perhaps the 
title is not quite right. Would it be 
possible to encourage more articles from 
voluntary workers, not necessarily on 
things strictly organisational. One article 
which comes to mind immediately on these 
lines is Derek Agnew’s excellent “The 
House in Smith Square’ published in the 
November/December number. 

We have several hundred Agents and 
Organisers, we have many thousands of 
active workers. It seems inconceivable 
that among this vast army there are not 
some constantly developing new ideas, 
getting over old problems in novel ways 
or having experiences well worth re-tell- 
ing and the question must mysteriously 
remain. Why don’t they pass them on 
through the best, and incidentally, the 
only possible channel, -the Labour 
Organiser so that we all may share in 
their progress and thereby build up still 
further the organisational strength of our 
Party ? 

John M. Smith, Secretary/Agent, West 

Dunbarton C.L.P. 


O» ANSWER to most of what John Smith 


says can be summed up in five words: | 


we could not agree more. For long 
Labour Organiser’s editorial staff and the 
staff of the Organisation Department have 
felt that the Movement, as active to-day 
as at any time in its history must, up and 
down the country, be evolving just those 
things which he would like to see written 
up. At the same time we remain con- 
stantly amazed by the reticence shown 
towards submitting possible articles and 
ideas. John’s letter is critical—rightly so, 
perhaps. We admire the constructive 
critic, we try to follow out his suggestions, 
but Head Office is no more than the 
name implies and if those in the field 
remain silent, well, what then ? 
EDITOR, 


Taste in News. 


One man’s food may be another’s 
poison—and this applies also to 
newspaper contents. Not all sport 
fans relish political news at break- 
fast—nor do the sport pages lure 
every politician. Both sportsmen 
and politicians expect their morn- 
ing paper toreflect all theactivities 
which occupy citizens of this 
modern age. For variety of news 
and soundness of views, Trade 
Union and Labour Movement 
members read and recommend the 
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Labour’s Own National Newspaper 
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CALENDAR FOR 


COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS 


(ENGLAND & WALES) 
1952 
Compiled by LEN SIMS, National Agent’s Department 


DAY OF ELECTION | Thursday 
(Polling Day) 3rd April 


Friday Saturday Monday 
4th April | 5th April | 7th April 


Tuesday |Wednesday 
8th April | 9th April 


Publication of Notice of | 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 17th 

Election es March | March |} March | March | March | March 
Delivery of Nomination 

Papers and Consent not 18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd 24th 

later than NOON _.. | March | March | March | March | March | March 
Notices of decisions on 

Nomination Papers and 

publication of Statement 

as to id a nominated 19th 20th 21st 22nd 24th 25th 


by NOON ” .. | March | March | March | March | March | March | 
Declaration, in writing, 

of Nameand Address of 

Election Agent not later 20th 21st 22nd 24th 25th 26th 

than NOON .. .. | March | March | March | March | March | March 


Delivery of Notices of 20th 21st 22nd 24th |. 25th 26th 
Withdrawals by NOON | March | March | March | March | March | March 


Application for Exten- 
sion of Polling Hours 20th 21st 22nd 24th 25th 26th 
not later than NOON | March | March | March | March | March | March 
28th 29th 31st Ist 2nd 3rd 
Notice of Poll .. .. | March | March | March | April April April 
Notice of Appointment 
of Polling and Counting 31st Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 
Agents not later than.. | March | April April April April April 


3rd 4th 5th 7th 8th 9th 
Polling Day .. ou April April April April April April 
The Count Fi .. | As soon as may be practicable after Close of poll 


Claims to be sent to 
Election Agent in 
respect of Election 17th 18th 19th 21st 22nd 23rd 
Expenses by .. .. | April April April April April April 


Payment by Election 

Agent of claims in 
respect of Election Ist 2nd 3rd 5th 6th 7th 
Expenses by .. i May May May May May May 

Return and Declaration 
of Election Agent as to 8th 9th 10th 12th 13th 14th 
Election Expenses by May May May May May May 


Declaration by Candi- 
date as to Election Within seven days of actual delivery of Agent’s 
Expenses an ag? Return and Declaration 


a TET 
Note : Where the declaration of poll is made on the following day (after midnight) 
another day can be added for Claims, Payments and Returns. 
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DAY OF ELECTION (Polling Day) Monday, 5th May | Tuesday, 6th M: 
RURAL | URBAN 


7th April 


Notice of Election 4th April 


Delivery of Nomination Papers and Consent 
not later than NOON .. ae ie 


16th April | 18th April 


Notice of decisions on Nominations and publi- 
cation of Statement as to persons nominated 
by NOON , ie ‘3 


19th April } 19th April 


Declaration, in writing, of Name and Address 
of Election Agent not later than NOON.. 


21st April | 21st April 


21st April | 21st April 


Delivery of Notices of Withdrawals by NOON 


Application for Extension of Polling Hours 
not later than NOON .. te Rr 


21st April | 21st April | 22nd April] 22nd A 


Notice of Poll 


Notice of Appointment of Polling and C punting 
Agents not later than 


Ist May Ist May | 2nd May 


Day of Election .. 5th May | 5th May | 6th May | 6th 1 


The Count 


Claims to be sent to Election Agent in respect 
of Election Expenses by as 


19th May | 19th May | 20th May 


Payment, by Election Agent, of claims in Parish Parish 
respect of Election Expenses by.. .. | 26th May 27th May 
——_——_—_—_| *2nd June |-—————___ 3rd Ju 
Rural Rural 
District District 
. *2nd June 3rd June 
Return and Declaration of Election Agent as Parish Parish 
to Election Expenses by ee .. | *2nd June 3rd June 
———————]| 9th June |——————_ 10th J 
Rural Rural 
District District 
9th June 10th June 


The Declaration can be sent within : 
Parish Council Elections where at 
at the same time. 


Declaration of Candidate as to Election 
Expenses 


*Whit Monday. | 


Notes : Where the declaration of poll is 
Payments, and Returns. 
Election Agents are not require 
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sh Council Elections, 1952 


sday, 7th May 


Thursday, 8th May Friday, 9th May Saturday, 10th May 


AL | URBAN | RURAL |} URBAN | RURAL | URBAN |. RURAL | URBAN 

oril 9th April | 8th April | 10th April | 9th April | 16th April | 10th April | 17th April 

Ss eS eeeeeeeEeET_ EE] ————— SE EEE 

pril 21st April | 19th April | 22nd April} 21st April | 23rd April | 22nd April | 24th ont 

pril 22nd April | 23rd April | 23rd April | 24th April | 24th April | 25th April | 25th April 

pril 23rd April | 24th April | 24th April | 25th April | 25th April | 26th April | 26th April 

pril 23rd April | 24th April | 24th April | 25th April | 25th April | 26th April | 26th April 

pril | 23rd April | 24th April | 24th April | 25th April | 25th April | 26th April | 26th April 

fay | Ist May | 2nd May | 2nd May | 3rd May | 3rd May | 5th May | 5th May 

lay | 3rd May | 5th May | 5th May | 6th May | 6th May | 7th May | 7th May 

lay | 7th May | 8th May | 8th May | 9th May | 9th May | 10th May | 10th May 

‘be practicable after Close of the Poll 

lay | 21st May | 22nd May | 22nd May | 23rd May | 23rd May | 24th May | 24th May 

h Parish Parish Parish 

Ta 29th May 30th May 31st May 

——J] 4th June 5th June 6th June |——————_| 7th June 
Rural Rural Rural 

ict District District District 

ine 5th June 6th June 7th June 

h Parish Parish Parish 

me 5th June 6th June 7th June 

——| 11th June -—————| 12th June 13th June |_| _ 4th June 

J Rural Rural Rural 

ct District District District 

ine 12th June 13th June 14th June 


>the Election Agent submitting the Return of Election Expenses (excepting 
ent is not required), but it is wisest to ensure the Declaration is submitted 


. following day (after midnight) then another day can be added for Claims, 


Souncil Elections. 
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CALENDAR FOR 


BOROUGH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 


(ENGLAND & WALES) ‘ 
POLLING DAY: THURSDAY, 8th MAY, 1952_ 


Notice of Election 


Delivery of Nomination Papers and Consent to 
nomination not later than NOON oie 


Notice of decisions on Nomination and publication 
of Statement of persons nominated by NOON.. 


Declaration, in writing, of Name and Address of 
Election Agent not later than NOON .. 


Delivery of Notice of Withdrawal not later than 
NOON .. Ne a se a5 


Application for Extension of Polling Hours not later 
than NOON ; ae 


Notice of Poll 


Notice of Appointment of Polling and 


Counting 
Agents not later than = 


POLLING DAY 

The Count 

Claims to be sent to Election Agent in respect of 
Election Expenses by 


Payments, by Election Agent, of claims in respect 
of Election Expenses by ; 


Return and Declaration of Election Agent as to 
Election Expenses by 


Declaration by Candidate 


Thursday, 10th April 
Tuesday, 22nd April 
Wednesday, 23rd April 
Thursday, 24th April 
Thursday, 24th April 


Thursday, 24th April 
Friday, 2nd May 


Monday, 5th May 
Thursday, 8th May 


As soon as practicable 
after Close of Poll 


Thursday, 22nd May 
Thursday, 5th June 
Thursday, 12th June 
Within seven days of actual 


delivery of Agent’s Re- 
turn and Declaration. 


ee 


Note : Where the Declaration of Poll is made on the following day (after midnight of 
8th May) another day can be added for Claims, Payments and Returns. 
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axine Harrison 
Oe he BOOKSHOP at Transport House is a 
a comparatively recent institution. In 
1945 the Enquiry Office on the first floor 
was taken over by Miss May Davey, who 
incorporated the display and sale of Party 
pamphlets with enquiry work. This she 
_dater supplemented with books of general 
interest to the Movement, and it became 
_ apparent that visitors to Transport House 
found this service very useful. 
- During the past six years the sale of 
books has become increasingly more 
important, although much of the work 
handled by the staff is of a public rela- 
tions nature, dealing with enquiries and 
visitors, and arranging for Party members 
to see the Jayout of Transport House and 
“something of the functioning of Head 
- Office. 
_ Miss Davey retired early in 1951, but the 
work she began is being carried on. 
During the past twelve months additional 
space and new fittings have been made 
available for the shop, and although it is 
still not possible to have a ground floor 
display window and showroom, an effort 
has been made to draw in customers who 
would not otherwise be aware of our 
existence by means of a ground floor 
showcase. 

A considerable proportion of our custo- 
mers are foreign visitors seeking informa- 
tion about the Party and Trade Union 
Movement, and there is a ready sale not 

only for Paity publications to them, but 

also for the classics of the Movement, such 
as The History of Trade Unionism by the 
Webbs, the writings of Harold Laski and 
G. D. H. Cole, and similar background 
works. Since 1945 the eyes of the world 
have been on the British Isles, and it is 
hardly surprising that others should seek 
to understand the philosophical and 
economic basis of our Movement. 

However, we feel that we are still only 
touching the fringe of what could, and 
should, be a very much wider public. 

It is no coincidence that the generation 
which saw books becoming readily avail- 
able at popular prices saw also the achieve- 
ment of Labour power. The I.L.P. and 
similar organisations encouraged the 
politically - conscious to acquire the 
information which enabled them to make 
converts to Socialism and the Trade 
Unions. 


On BOOKSHOP 


No radio or poster campaign is one-half 
as effective as the day-to-day workshop 
argument, which can relate personal 
experience to national events in terms 
which all can understand. But for this to 
be effective our members must themselves 
be informed and aware of the fundamental 
conflict of society. The main way of 
achieving this awareness is by reading. 

We are faced with the task of building 
even further on our record vote of 14 
millions, if we are ever again to take power. 
We must convert some at least of those 
who in October 1951 voted Tory, and con- 
version can only be done by individual, 
word-of-mouth campaigning. 

In this situation, the Bookshop can have 
a very special part to play. 

Difficulties are often experienced in find- 
ing out exactly what is available to read. 
Not all towns have bookshops displaying 
literature of a political or economic nature, 
and although many good libraries exist it 
is not always easy to find exactly what one 
is looking tor unless there is a sympathetic 
and knowledgeable librarian. 

We in Transport House make a special 
study of books and pamphlets which have 
a bearing on subjects in which the Move- 
ment is interested, and the Bookshop, in 
conjunction with the Education Officer, 
has prepared Book Lists giving some of 
the more important of these, classified by 
subject. ; 

Most of the pamphlets and books can be 
obtained from us, ex-stock, by individuals 
who wish to purchase them. Alternatively, 
most public libraries would be willing to 
put political works on their shelves if 
they do not already have them, and Party 
members should exert themselves in seeing 
that these are kept up to date. 


Whether you are intending to set up a 
bookshelf on your own, or to widen the 
scope of your municipal library, or are 
just interested in seeing’ what is available, 
the Bookshop can help you. Even the 
modest expenditure of one or two 
shillings can provide you with valuable 
works which will make your arguments 
more effective. Now is the time to go 
ahead. Write to the Party Bookshop at 
Transport House, say what your interests 
are, and we will send our lists. We are 
there to help. 
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Notes on the M. argin—2 


The Free Post has bee: 


OW 1S IT POSSIBLE with a fairly small 
“membership to get a treble canvass, 
trace hundreds of removals, and still get 
out the election address and have a really 
selective distribution of other literature, 
including meetings handbills and special 
letters to different classes of electors? 
The secret is preparation and taking full 
advantage of the free post. There is no 
virtue in footslogging for its own sake 
and the Post Office offers a service which 
is second to none. 


* * ¥ 


Since I made reference to this in the 
Organiser some time ago I have been con- 
tinually asked for further details. First, 
you must use envelopes or wrappers. Get 
them well in advance and you will prob- 
ably save on the deal apart from the other 
advantages. Then beg, borrow or buy (if 
you must), an addressograph. Stencils are 
cheap, and one should be cut for every 
street with more than twenty electors. 
The appropriate number of enyelopes 
shculd have the street and town neatly 
stamped on them and half your worries 
are over. One person can do a whole con- 
stituency in about sixty hours. Whenever 
your hunch tells you that this is the 
Register on which the election will be 
fought start writing up; one envelope for 
€ach’ ‘clectors except, the) “Y's. ii =the 
election takes place after October the ‘Y’s 
are dealt with separately. 

Before we go any further, get an up-to- 
date copy of the Regulations of the Post- 
master General (dated March 14, 1951). 
Read carefully and make sure you under- 
stand them. 

Don’t expect your local postmaster to 
know them by heart. He only handles 
this as a sideline once in a long time. He 
may know past practice but we are not 
concerned with what has been done in 
the past. If you have any difficulties, take 
your copy of the regulations along and 
discuss the matter with him, or better 
still, have a chat with him in advance. 
The important points for us at the 
moment are that you can have deliveries 
before nomination by placing a deposit of 


£50 which is returned when your candi- 
date stands nominated. The contents of 
anv one batch must be the same but each 
batch may be different from the others. 
In fact you can send what you like pro- 
vided you address only one envelope to 
each registered elector and the matter 
contained relates solely to the election. 
You don’t have to worry about sizes if 
you use the standard 9g in. x 4 in. envelope. 
It you use wrappers, the folded size must 
not exceed 7%4 in. x 3% in. There are 
still a surprising number of agents who 
think that envelopes must be left open. 
In fact the post office prefer them sealed 
and this is a great advantage in rural 
areas or if you use the full 2 oz. limit to 
which you are entitled. 

The envelopes are now collected for 
checking and sorting.  Stencilling the 
streets makes this easier and will save 
you pounds in wasted envelopes. 

Two people work together, one calling 
from the Register; street, number, sur- 
name, and number of people in the 
family. The second person checks these 
and drops the envelopes face down in 
three groups. The first envelope for 
each family (i.e. surname) goes in group 
A. Where there is a second person of 
the same surname that envelope goes in 
group B. Third and _ subsequent 
envelopes, if any, go in group C. 


% x * 


Group A, which is the biggest, should 
be put carefully aside for the election 
address. Group C should also be put 
aside. It will be used for sundry litera- 
ture. B group is the first to go. 

You should have prepared well in 
advance the draft of an introduction leaf- 
let or folder. This should state briefly 
who your candidate is and what the 
election will be about. It should give a 
list of your committee rooms and meet- 
ings for the first week. Postal voting and 
other polling information can usefully be 
included. 

This should be rushed through the 
printers when the election is announced 
ana got into the post for delivery on the 
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aken for granted too long 


third week-end before polling day. Satur- 
day delivery is the thing to aim at but 
“see the head postmaster first. (Remember 
thac Sunday papers have double the 
circulation of dailies and there is very 
good reason for this.) When you consult 
the postmaster you will have to place your 
' deposit. 

It pays to co-operate with the postal 

authorities. Give them neat bundles in 
_ Street order, all facing one way and 

firmly tied with string and you will be 
rewarded with equal consideration. 


* ¥ * 


_ Group C goes off the following week-end 
with the Party manifesto and _ leaflets 
specially chosen to suit each area. It also 

-contains a handbill giving details of 
meetings for the second week. 

_ On the week-end before polling day, - off 
goes A group with the election address 
which carries the usual polling instruc- 
tions and a list of final meetings. No 
needless footslogging: The canvass goes 
merrily on and if you do need a last- 
‘minute Hand delivery your workers are 
fresh for the job. 

Where it has been the practice to send 
one election address to every elector, a 

_brief note in small type makes clear what 
you are doing. For instance: ‘In the 
interests of economy we are sending only 

‘one election address to each household. 
We feel sure you will agree with and 
appreciate the need for this. Please pass 
to the other members of your family.’ 

Remember that each elector is_ still 
receiving -a communication from your 
candidate. No one is overlooked although 
the items are different and wasteful dupli- 
cation is avoided. 

The Post Office will also tell you who 

has removed. Each envelope should be 
stamped on the left-hand side of the 
address side with the legend: ‘If unde- 
livered please return to Head Post Office, 

Hometown’, and ‘With the compliments 
of A. Champion, the Labour Candidate’. 

If sufficient agents take up this idea we 
will be able to get our suppliers 'to include 
this when they print ‘Election Communi- 


cation’. It will then only be necessary 
to insert the name of the town with a 
rubber stamp. 
Undelivered communications will be 
surrendered to you on payment of a search 
fee of 3d. each time you call. Note 3d. 
per call, not 3d. per package: You should 
collect these at least every second day 
during the campaign. This information 
is half the battle in tracing removals and 
if your first batch has gone out in time 
you will be able to chase them up for 
postal votes. 

With this method of sorting, A group 
wili account for 50 per cent of the total, 
B group for 35 per cent and C group for 
15 per cent. These ratios are fairly con- 
stant and exact quantities of literature 
can be ordered with a very great saving. 
An allowance of two per cent is sufficient 
for contingencies. Only a small staff is 
needed, but accurate sorting is of supreme 


importance. 
.Further sorting can be carried out. 
Where there are more than three 


electors in some households a further 

group can be established and a more 

expensive piece of literature enclosed on 
the reasoning that it is likely to be read 
by at least four people. 

‘Y’ voters are always dealt with separ- 
ately with special literature. Postal voters, 
proxies and removals can be extracted for 
special letters. You can even use the free 
post for your first appeal to Party mem- 
bers for assistance. 

Envelopes addressed to women voters can 
be separated and special literature sent to 
them as we did in 1950 with the very 
attractive ‘baby’ leaflet. With a marked 
register it is even possible to differentiate 
between supporters and others. There is 
practically no limit to what you can do 
with a little forethought. 

The free post has been taken for granted 

too long. With the present cost of 

printing and the need to conserve avail- 
able manpower for a_ thorough-going 
canvass, we must exploit it to the full. 

The selective approach and more efficient 

canvass adds up to more votes. 


JOHN M. SMITH 


re 


LEGISLATION and administration in the Isle of Man is carried out by 


a popularly elected House of Keys consisting of 24 members, and a 


Legislative Council, which consists of four ex-officio members (the two 
Deemsters or High Court judges, the Attorney-General and the Lord 
Bishop of the Diocese of Sodor and Mann), two members appointed by 


His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor and four members elected by, 


but not necessarily from, the House of Keys—a total of ten. 


Of the 34 people thus responsible for 
government on the Island, it is very 
gratifying that nine of them (six in the 
House of Keys and three in the Legisla- 
tive Council) are members of the Manx 
Labour Party. This is the highest num- 
ber of Labour members in the Island’s 
Legislature since the Party was founded 
in 1917. 

One of the many charges levelled against 
Labour on this delectable holiday isle is 
that it has been responsible for the intro- 
duction of ‘Party politics’, the inference 
being that they are something quite 
foreign to the British way of life ! 

It is true that for nearly 30 years Labour 
was the only organised political force on 
the Island, which does not mean, of 
course, that its opponents were politically 
inactive. Sheltering under the _all- 
embracing umbrella of ‘Independents’, 
those who were antagonistic to Labour 
furthered their case by irresponsible mis- 
representation of Labour’s aims, but des- 
pite occasional set-backs, and now and 
then a hearty rebuff, the Labour Party 
went steadily on its way and now com- 
mands the support of about a third of 
the Island’s 43,285 electorate. 

First organised opposition to Labour on 
the Island occurred just before the General 
Election in 1946 when a body known as 
the Manx People’s Political Association 
came into being with the avowed object 
of combating Socialism. 

The Manx Labour Party on this occasion, 
probably flushed with the success which 
had attended the British Labour Party. at 
the polls the previous year, committed 
what was subsequently admitted to be a 
tactical blunder by sponsoring 18 candi- 
dates for the 24 seats in the House of 
Keys. The opposition immediately made 
political capital from this by stating that 
the Socialists were out to control the 


| Labour in the Isle of Man 


Island, and in a country which has not 
yet reached political maturity, the effect 


a 


ate 


was inevitable—only two members were © 


returned to the House ! 

There was at this time only one Labour 
member in the Legislative Council as a 
nominee of the Governor, and it thus trans- 


pired that the new legislative session © 


opened with Labour having only three 
spokesmen among the 34 legislators. 
During <he life of the House which was 


elected in 1946, both Labour members 


were at different times elected to the 
Legislative Council by the vote of their 
fellow members in the House, and though 
only in the case of one of the vacancies 
thus created did the Party defend the seat 

(and hold it with an unopposed return) 
Labour gained two new seats during the 
five years’ span of the House, the net 
result being that when the House was dis- 
solved on October 16th last year, there 
were three Labour members defending 
their seats. 

But as a prelude to the General Election, 
an event of importance in the political life 
of the Island had occurred. Between 
November 1950 and May 1951 Labour had 
won five elections in a row—one for the 
Douglas Town Council, two for the 
Island’s Education Authority and two for 
the House of Keys—and as a direct result, 
a group of business men, awakened to the 
Socialist ‘menace’, formed the Manx Con- 
servative Party, the first time anyone con- 
nected with Manx politics had been 
honest enough to use the word ‘Conserva- 
tive’. ' 

The new Party came into being just in 
time to contest a Town Council by-election 
against a_ Labour nominee, and in the 
Island’s first clash between organised 
Socialism and organised Toryism; the 
Socialist won by 721 votes to 510. 

When the General Election for the House 
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of Keys took place last November, the 
‘new Yory Party had revealed itself in 
patious parts of the Island but in the final 
line-up of candidates it had produced only 
four official candidates and had promised 
‘support to four others—three mémbers of 
the Manx People’s Political Association 
and one so-called independent. 


_ Labour on this occasion had contented 
itself with ten candidates, among them 
being Dr. John Corlett, who sat in the 
House of Commons for York from 1945 
to 1950, and who now lives in retirement 
on the Island. 


Incidentally, Dr. Corlett’s impact on the 
Manx political life was terrific. Contest- 
‘ing the notcriously Tory stronghold of 
Ramsey against a retiring Independent, 
‘supported by the Manx Conservative 
‘Party, he aroused the town as it had never 
been aroused before and hit out right, left 

and centre in a manner which presaged 
either a sensational victory or a crushing 
defeat. 
_ It was the latter. Ramsey remained true 
to its Toryism, the retiring member poll- 
ing two votes for every one recorded for 
the former M.P. 


~ Dr. Corlett is still a force to be reckoned 
with, and if his health, which broke down 
a few years ago, remains satisfactory, he 
will be the star performer in the Manx 
political arena for some years to come. 

In a series of monthly public meetings 
he is introducing the Manx people to 
wider political considerations than they 
have usually been called upon to deal 
with in the past. 

Labour in the Island bas every reason to 
feel satisfied with its performance in the 
General Election. Six of the ten candi- 
dates were returned, gains being recorded 


in the town of Peel by Mr. Bob Cottier 
(a former member of the Liverpool City 
Council), in the Sheading of Rushen by 
Mr. Cecil McFee and in the Sheading of 
Garff by Mrs. Annie Bridson, who was 
the only woman among the 38 candidates 
nominated throughout the Island. 

All the constituencies in which there 
were Labour gains had traditions of former 
Labour representation. 

The total number of votes cast for all 
candidates was 57,544, of which 18,003 


@ by © 
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(31.3. per cent) were polled by official 
Labour candidates. 

Votes cast for other candidates were 
apportioned as follows: Independents, 
21,420 (14 members returned); Manx 
People’s Political Association, 11,428 
(three members returned); Manx Conser- 
vative Party, 5,534 (one member returned); 
Independent Labour, 1,159 (one candidate 
not elected). 

Subsequently the successful candidate in 
South Douglas found it necessary to resign 
his seat, and in a by-election on December 
11th, Mr. George Taggart, who failed by 
383 votes te secure election for North 
Douglas in the previous month, was 
elected, polling 2,481 votes against 1,148 
for his Tory opponent. 

Under the peculiar constitution of the 
Island, government is largely carried out 
by Boards composed of members of Tyn- 
wald Court, which consists of the House 
of Keys and the Legislative Council sit- 
ting together for administrative purposes. 
Chairman of the Board of Social Services 
is Mr. Nivison, the Labour member for 
Middle Sheading, and as such, he is a 
member of the -Governor’s Executive’ 
Council. 

Pursuing a sturdy independence, the 
Manx Labour Party fought the election 
on a policy designed to meet the needs 
of the Island, the main points being the 
development of the visiting industry upon 
which the whole economic life of the 
Island depends, an acceleration of the 
housing programme, full employment, the 
development of the Island’s native indus- 
tries (agriculture and fishing) and the 
introduction of light industries. 

Electoral reform was another burning 
topic during the contests, for the Island 
does not yet enjoy adult suffrage in local 


government elections, and still labours 
under the injustice of the plural vote. 
Labour is also agitating for a redistribu- 
tion of seats in the House of Keys because 
at present the rural areas with about one 
third of the electorate, hold two thirds of 
the seats in the House. 

As a concrete instance, the town of 
Douglas which has nearly 16,000 voters, 
returns five members to the House of 
Keys whereas the Sheading of Michael has 
two members for 1,387 voters. 
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Correspondence 


Foster Parent 
or 
Federation ? 
F couRSsE the strong should help the 
weak, if they are in a position to do 


so. Unfortunately, mainly because of 
geographical reasons the electorally strong 


-are not always in the happy position of 


being able to give such assistance to their 
weaker neighbours with personnel. It 
would appear, however, that few such 
strong constituencies have financial 
worries—even if their individual member- 
ship is ridiculously low. 

It is often in such constituencies that one 
finds the full-time Agent and the sponsored 
candidate, purely because sufficient funds 
are available to employ an officer full time 
and thereby ensure a fully planned and 
efficiently carried out election campaign. 
Despite the safeness of the~seat it is 
realised that the work accomplished 
between elections is more important than 
that during the period of the campaign. 

Bill Hilton last month outlined the snags 
of a voluntary Foster Parent scheme but, 
in my view, underestimated the difficulties 
of a Federation of a group of constituen- 
cies having the same full-time officer. 

In my opinion the only practical propo- 
sition is a full-time Agent for every con- 
stituency, and if the safe seats are to help 
the marginals and at the moment the 
‘hopeless’ (for want of a better word) seats 
they can do so only with financial support. 

To be certain of success such a scheme 
should be operated on the basis adopted 
by the Tory Party where a levy is imposed 
on Tory strongholds to assist their less 
fortunate brethren. 

This not only stimulates, by a financial 
undertaking, safe constituency parties, but 
makes them realise that the success or 
failure of marginal or semi-marginal seats 
is a responsibility, at least to some degree, 
of their movement as a whole. 

If the Tory Party can operate such a 
scheme of self-help for constituencies then 
why not the Labour Party ? 

H. L. Richardson, Hon. Secretary, 
St. Ives C.L.P. 


* When Bill Hilton posed — 
this question last month — 
he touched off some-— se 
thing which is obviously || 
occupying attention. i 


ONTROVERSY INDEED! Where? Not in © 


the backard areas. Bill Hilton is dead 
right and many people in the areas con- 
cerned have been flogging the same horse 
for some considerable time. : 


Every method of helping the weak con- 
stituencies seems to have been tried, 
except the one he propounds. 


The Party took the first logical step 
towards Biil’s idea when it established 
regional machinery, but there progress 
halted. If every constituency had some 
right of call upon the services of a full- 


time Organiser other than on the vast — 
regional basis the Federations and County — 


Committees would be enabled to appear in 


a worthwhile role and discard their present — 


. 


mainly consultative mantle. How else are © 


we to make a positive attack on the weaker 
constituencies ? Something must be done 
to strengthen the Federation or County 
unit or they will continue as they are 
now, sans finance, sans 100 per cent 
affiliation, sans full-time personnel, sans 
everything in fact except the determined 
will of a few people and the goodwill of 
Regional and Head Offices. 


I gather that an Organiser for two or 
three constituencies is not viewed with 
favour in higher circles, but failing organi- 
sation as outlined on a Federation basis, 
what is going to happen until such time 
as the Union and Head Office realise their 
avowed target of one Agent per constitu- 
ency ? Take first things first and have a 
look at the wide open spaces where Labour 
is thought to belong only to the maternity 
ward and organisation is less known than 
nationalisation. 


Harry Williams, Lincoln. 


a 


Because of lack of space further corres- 
pondence on this subject is held over 
until next month. 
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early war Pears ates reason to be most 
thankful for this attribute. 5 

- Like all- other mortals, he had’ human i 
failings, | one of. which was his habit of 
leaving his personal. property behind him; 

it might be his pipe in the office of an 
“agent he was visiting or his hat in the 

‘train. He gave up renewing his spectacle 
“€ases ‘years ago because he had lost so 
“many. Whilst he was adaptable to all 
“Situations the occasion demanded, he did~ 
“not take kindly to living and working in 

‘London. He was happiest among the 
-workers of the industrial and the agricul- 
tural areas of the Midlands. These were 
the folks he really knew, for after all he 

was one of them. 

b We shall all miss him; those who met 
him in the business sense will miss his 
Wise counsel and sound judgment, his 
“ability to see the other man’s point of view 

-and his courage to stand for the thing he 

believed reasonably to be right. To those 
who knew him as a friend and colleague 

he will remain long in our memories as a 

oval, lovable and genial companion. 


JOIN ) THE 
“LABOUR > 
PARTY | 
the party that 
KEEPS 


its promises — 
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-be given, particularly as postal voters do 
‘include the aged and infirm. 

I realise I have made some suggestions 
for an extension of postal voting and it 
may well be that there will be some con- 
“cern about any extension of the numbers 

of electors, already around one million, 
who vote other than in person at the 
polling stations. 
_ Postal voting can be abused and it may 
be that some applications granted are for 
electors who would in any event vote in 
person if ‘the postal facility was not 
available. 

One clear way to avoid any extension in 

provisions for postal voting is to revert 

to the half-yearly register. 

~ Nevertheless, I am sure we all recognise 
there must be postal voting for some 
electors and we must ensure that the pro- 
visions are fair to all electors, and not as 
at present kind to some and unduly harsh 
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